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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A method and apparatus provide network-based flow control for mobile station 
having data connections to the network. In an exemplary embodiment, a Packet Control 
Function (PCF) in a Radio Access Network (RAN) requests that a Packet Data Serving 
Node (PDSN) in a Packet Core Network (PCN) turn flow control on and off as needed for 
mobile station data connections. That is, if the PCF receives data from the PDSN for 
delivery to a mobile station that the PCF determines to be unavailable, the PCF requests 
that data transfers from the PDSN be suspended for that mobile station. Such 
suspension avoids needless continued transfer of undeliverable data to the PCF. The 
PCF monitors or otherwise determines whether a flow-controlled mobile station has 
become available again and, if so, notifies the PDSN so that it can lift the suspension 
and resume data transfers as needed. 


45 


